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“ For PER in thine eyes, O Liberty! ` ; 
Shiner that high light whereby the world is saved ; 
And though thou slay ua, we will trust in thee.” 
Joun Hay. 


Gn Picket Duty. 

Thomas Jeferson, were he alive today, would 
probably he an Anarchist. His philosophy pointed: 
straight in the direction of absolute Liberty. In this 


-. eonnection one of the most interesting of his sayings 


is that inscribed by him on the desk on which the 


Declaration of Independence was written: “ Politics, 
_as well as religion, has its superstitions.” 


Lady Brassey mentions that in one of the South 
Sea islands the missionaries had to substitute cocoa- 
nut milk for wine, as the cup never reached the third 
communicant without replenishing. ‘We do not doubt 
the story. Indeed, it would be. surprising if the 
South Sea islanders, icue to their cannibalistic in- 
stinets, did not find the Blood of Christ most palatable. 

The comand for Lysander. Spooner’s pamphlet, 
“Natural Law,” has been-so- great. as to necessitate a 
second edition. This is now ready. Tke price, as 
may be seen in our advertising columns, has been 
reduced from fifteen to ten cents. It wys this forcible 


treatise that led the editor of “Le Révolté” to write 


the excellent articles on “ Law and Authority ” which 
Liberty recently republished. 
We have received from George Chainey, the Paine 


‘Hall lecturer, a new volume cf his Sunday discourses, 
published under the general title, “The New Ver- 


sion.” It presents the same handsome appearance 
externally that characterized the originai volume, 


and is as full as that of fresh thought and stirring 
“eloquence. 


There are passages in it with which we 
hope to grace Liberty's pages as soon as Gur limited 
space will allow. 

The extended remarks ii which we indulge else- 
where.d propos of a recent pamphlet on “The Mor- 
mon Problem” apply with equal pertinence to an 
able essay by James W. Stillman of Boston on 
« The Constitutional and Legal Aspect of the Mormon 
Question,” with a copy of which we have been 
favored. The author shows. conclusively the- out- 
on of human rights 


Mormons: 
Those of Liberty's readers who 


most, of the evil that affi 


ends of Bakounine only surpassed in the pages of 


than they, exact tribute from the tenants by naming 
the tribute ¿axes instead of rent? By no means. 
The result of such a policy would be simply the 
supersedure of the No-Rent manifesto by a No-Tax 
manifesto; and the day when a No-Tax manifesto 
appears will prove the day of doom for all governors 
and usurers and rent-thisves and tribute-takers what- 
soever. 

In the early days of the Trish land egitation Michael 
Davitt used to say unqualifiedly: “Rent is an im- 
moral tax upon industry.” In his speech to the 
laborers of New York a few days age he said timidly : 
“ Rent imposed upon labor — such rent as (hat exacted 
by Irish absentee landlords — I have declared in Ire- 
land to be an immoral.tax. To throw off that im- 
moral, unjust tax Ireland has leaped to its feet, and, 
thank God, we are today half-way to victory.” Yeti 
in this manifest retreat. many long-time sdmirers 
of Davitt — among them “Phillip” of the “ Irish 
World ” — strive hard to. see, not the truth (they 
know it is not that), but a step in advance! For 
once you are mistaken, most tolerant, patient, and 
impartial “ Phillip”! It is decidedly a step back- 
ward; and you, perhaps of all men, known to the 
readers of the “Irish World” chiefly as the steadfast 
and siurdy opponent of all varieties of usury and all 
species of nationalization, ought to see this. most 
clearly, and, so seeing it, to so pronounce it, 


In a recent issue ‘of his journal, “ This World,” 
George Chainey denounced the action of the authori- 
ties in suppressing Walt Whitman’s “ Leaves of 
Grass,” and printed in a supplement the poem chiefiy 
objected to, “© To a Common Prostitute.” Postmaster | 
Tobey deciined to let the publication through the mail ; 
at poung rates on the ground that the supplement | 
was not a supplement in the sense of the statute. Jn 
this absurd position he was sustained by the post- | 
masier-gen?ral. But the real animus moving the 
pious and hypocritical Tobey developed itself when 
Mr. Chainey offered his paper at the post-office at 
third-class rates. Then the postmaster decided the 
matter unmailable because obscene. Another appeal 
to Washington was taken, and this time, through the 
efforts of W. D. O’Connor and R. G, Ingersoll, the 
poztmaster-general was induced to decide against 
Tobey and order the matter transmitted in the mails. 
It was immediately telegraphed all over the country 
by newspaper correspondents that “ Leaves of Grass,” 
against Mr. Tobey’s decision, had been declared 
mailable. This so annoyed our asinine postmaster 
that he immediately sent paragraphs to all the Boston |; 
newspapers denying that the book itself had. been 
pronounced raailabie, the decision affecting only a 
short extract. from one poem. “Another instance of 
the man’s quibbling hypocrisy. He knows perfectly 
wel! that, if the portion to which the State authorities 
objected can pass, the whole book can pass, If he 
does not believe it, he can readily test it by accepting | 
the invitation extended to him and others in our į 
advertising columns, ‘ Leaves of Grass” has been 
yvepublished without a word of alteration, and. the 
publisher < of Liberty. now publicly, offers it for sale'i in 
where it has “temporarily sup- ; 


e pressed ‘The -Muthorities must now bring the ques- 
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OF confess t their defeat. Let all who | 
} the: book from me 


Anarchism in Court. 

We fear that Nihilism is insidiously working its way into 
our hails of justice. At any rate, the municipal court reporter 
of the Boston “Globe” reports frequent conversations held 
with one “ Max,” apparently a member of the dangerous 
classes, whose utterances are at times as atrocio1sly revolu- 
tionary as those of Bakounine himself. This mysterious 
personage reminds us slightly of Carlyle’s Herr Teufels- 
dréckh, and sometimes even we shrewdly suspect that he 
stands in about the same relationship to the * Globe” re- 
porter as that of the Clothes Philosopher of N to 
the Sage of Chelsea, Here isa sampie of his oxtraordinary 
outpourings, which we find in the “Globe” of the day. fol- 
lowing Guiteau’s executicn,—an event which seems to have 
put him into’ a desperate mood that, if long continued in, 
might prove dangerous to social order : ie 


“What do you find reflected in the mirror this morning, 
Max?” inauired the Counsellor, when he came into the cut- 
room and observed the old gentleman in a preoccupied mood. 

“Nothing very pleasant. A dark red cloud obscures the 
picture, and caste a gory gloom npon the faces of men. Just 
look down upon this swarming ant-hil! of a city, and. notice 
the excitement that pervades the whole heap. ‘There is somt- 
thing grim and hideous fn the gloating expectation with which 
the pismires swarm about the bulletin boards, licking their 
bloodthirsty little chops while waiting to learn that a wretched 
fellow-creatare has been. aanghtarod, in answer to their un- 
reasoning clamor for revenge: ; 

“Dropping metaphor, you refer to the: crowds waiting for 


‘| news of the execution of the assassin Guitean, do you not?” 


“I do, of course. I have been listening to the comments of 
the crowds as I passed along the street, and J have heard little 
but breathings of brutal passion, uttered in tcnes of virtuous 
indignation, and with much pretence of profound respect for 
the law which gratifics their iust for blco. Thereis a good 
deal of tiger Ieft in human nature after all, and it takes ad- 
vantage of such occasions as this to manifest itself, when it 
will be accounted a virtue. I have heard men today express 
i their strong desire to commit murder, and openly proclaim 
their thirst for a human being’s bleod, as though it were a 
very commendable spirit that actuated tiem. Patriotism, 
some said. Cthers claimed that their intense love of justice 
moved them to feelings ef profound joy ai the prospective 
strangling of a miserable crank. Respect for the infallible 
wisdom of the law was the pretence under which some tried 
to conceal their ghoulish appetites. Good citizens all, de- 
voutly praying on Sundays to be forgiven: their sins, ag they . 
falsely pretend to forgive those who trespars against them.” 

“Xut you do not stop to consider, Max, that the man who 
is to be hanged today murdered not only a f Now-being, | Du; 
a president.” : 

“Judeed, but that is just what I havo considered; and, 
morevver, that is the very reason that the 
people have been aroused to such a pitch. i 
that, had Guiteau’s victim been an obscure man, 
drop would be yawning for him today. But the 
struck a biow at government, that idol of the ignorant, 


trowd 86. far as the public is. concerned. 
they, will all disappear with = dull tha 


carding Ninitiat, perhaps. 
ae Perhaps, ” gid M8 
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to become w wives “and mathare-—in prot to serv 
as they think, and save: their. souis, by lives of labor 


for the sick, the wounded, and the orphan, the law- 


maker, who, instead of according to these women the 
respect-and protection which their sincerity deserves, 
would seek to oppress them in urder to gain favor 
with the bigots and tyrants of other religions, is not 
only a political villain, he is also an inhuman wretch, 


written, and, strongly written, pamphlet on “ The 


| Mormon Problem: By a Citssen of Massachusetts ;” * 


protesting against the persecution: now carried on 
against the Mormons dy Congress and the Courts. 
We look upon this war upon the Mormons as being, 


not a wkr upon the vices, or supposed vices, of Brig- 


ham Young, or Heber Kimball, or other Mormon 


We have been led into these remarks by a well] 


who can take them 


‘The pamphlet 
for. its Jez posü 


be admitted to` be ‘selfish; arabiiious; and lascivious | are quite’ ‘sure it ca 


hypcerites—but against their victiras, the sincere and 
superstitious women, who have been deluded into the 
idea that one masculine Mormon saint can:secure the 


eternal salvation of ten or twenty Mormon women, if] 
they will s> far put their trust in him-as to become |: 
0i his wives in tiis world; 


However vicious or ienai; a ‘Mormon man may 
be supposed to be, who ‘wishes to take to himself ten 
vr twenty. wives, the wives theniselyes cannot be 
suspected -of becoming wives from any. similar mo- 


.60| tives. It is utterly contrary to the nature of women 


to suppose that,-in this conntry, if not.in any other, 


a law of Congress! 
authority of the 
Congrass forbids: Morm 
in the pe their relig 


about “the free exercise of religion!” d 
determined they are to maintain it against in) 


any woman would, from sensual and vicious motives, | religion’ freedom if it were ‘not t for C ngr ss 


consent to become one of the ten or twenty wives. of 
one man. Nothing more unnatural than this car be 
conceived of, as the act of. a. vicious or lascivious 
woman. But the ‘Mormon women are not vicious. 
However the sincerity and morality of: the polyga- 


mous inen may have been doubted, nobody, so far as | 


we know, has ever: doubted th 
of the Mormon women ing, therefore, : “but 
réligivus superstition ‘account for their being 
willing to enter ito polygamous marriages. eh 

Such being the facts, the war of Congress upon 
polygamy is not a upon sensual c: vicio us. men, 
or sensual | or . 


sincerity and chastity 


50 | find them. jee: fi 
find them—passing by the ‘hundreds of thousands of 
vicious persons of both: sexes at home, and the. Telje 


; gious hypocrites tha’ are not supposed to be very 


scarce anywhere—is the proof of their hypocrisy; 
and of their design to make political capital for them- 
selves, by currying favor with bigots and hypocrites, 
rather than to promote. chastity. on | the part of either 
men or women, 

If all- the polygamous women of Utah had been 
common prostitates, we. have no reason to 


-|that the lawmakers at Washington ne 


had ‘their Du vane sensib: 
of. them. 


phm he a lived 


‘women; wi with £ 


kind of 72ga? feeedom; and that that is simp 
natural freedom of., euch ‘individual to do wha 
he will with himself ind his property, for his b 
here, and, his soul hereafter, so Jong as he do 
trespass uponghe equal freedom of any ‘other 


this one natural freedom comprehends 


perl freedom, social freedom, tes 


until: hey ‘earn that ‘moral, social 
trial, commercial, and political 


{tained for the ‘sole purpose Be Tobb 
So-called A E oe mobs, 





m sagos of app oval, and t "more thai certain 
so ripe are thousand for: fuli-nanded revolt 
st tho whole: ‘By’ sain governments 
it only 


ye 
prea The fut that this paper ean live st all 
h would, in "itaolf, have 


soe i every | sphere, 
side munca is indeed 


that Popery is the very essence of all. that is vilei in 
th State, and that the assumed: pA RIDES: ‘of the 


os the politic J State possible. 
, out of the slough--as 


rg 
ical to Liberty: the way is then easy; but such 
Y bravery and fidelity to reason is equivalent to ceasing 
to be a Crtholic, aud ceasing ‘tobe a Catholic is, with 
most. of. these deluded. votarie*, + horrid nightmare 
ng eternal perdition. Considering the out- 
in which we have indulged, it argues a 


sribers are Catholics, who seem to say: “ Not that 
we:love Romo less, but Ireland and Liberty more.” 
It is to be regretted that Ireland has not a leader to- 
day who dares lead her people to defy that audacious 
mob known as ihe English government and trample 
it under ‘foot by. refusing: to. feed it with curther rent 
and taxes. Truly disappointing is it to reflect that 
Michael Davitt should have abandoned the no-rent 
resolve. to disseminate | philosophical vagaries, the 
i purpose uf which is to extend the sphere of govern- 
ment.in Ireland rather than curtail it. 

The ‘plundering purposes for which the English 
government is alone maintained is for the time most 
-evident in Egypt. Through alliance of English bond- 


-holders with the Khedive, a country having about the 


same population as Ireland, ‘and, like ‘it, chiefly de- 
voted to agriculture, has. been so deeply plunged into 
debt that its entire revenue is absorbed in paying 
over to the Bank of England the interest on its bonds. 


ee The people, ground down with usury, protest ; and 
no sooner do they threaten a refusa: to pay the tribute 


proceeds. to “ defend the. interests of the British ` cit- 
j rd who. are the cit- 


sane and guiity.: The testimony of the many cminent 
physicians — suporintendents of lunatic asylums, and 
long experienced in the treaiment of the insane — 
that in their opinion he was insane, and had-been for 
years, must all court ior nothing — must not be ad- 
mitted to have raised even a reasonable doubt*—in 
the faoe of the fact that “the forms rf lax. were all 
ecmplied with ”; and that iwelve mea. with 10 per- 
sonal experience with insane persons, t: presumably 
destitute of all the knowledge necessary jor deciding 
such a question, havo been made by fossil judges, and 
ruffiar: lawyers, and howling editors, and bloodthirsty 
politic iang and uninteiligible, if not unintelligent, 
“ experts,” to declare that they believed him sane; or 
le least sane enough to be hanged. 

To all this we answer that “ the forms of law” have 


Inad many an? fearful crimes to answer for. “Thej 


forma of law,” in England, have hac to answer for the 
hanging of great numbers of innocent men, without 
perr.itting them even to bring a witness, o” employ 
connsel, for their defence ; lesi such witness or counsel 
should induce juries to thwart the determination of the 
government to hang everybody suspected of a crime. 

These “ ferms of law” were once described, by au 
English lawyer, in this wise: 


The speedy arm of Justices 
Was vever known to fail; 

T'he gaol supplied the gallows, 
The gallows thinned the gaol. 

And sundry wise precautions 
The sages of the law 

Tilscreetly framed, whereby they almed 
To keep the rogues in awe. 

For, lest some sturdy criminal 
False witnesses should bring, 

His witnesses were not allowed 
To swear to any thing. 

And leat his wily advocate 
The court should overreach, 

His advocate was not allowed 
The privilege of apeech. 

Yet, such was the humanity 
And wisdom of the law, 

That, if in his indictment there 
Appeared to be a ñaw, 

The Court assigned him counsellors 
To argue on the dcubt, 

Provided Le Aimself bad first 
Conirived to point it out. 

Yet leat thelr mildness should perchance 
Be craftily abused, 

To show him the indictment they 
Most sturdily refused. 

But still, that he might understand 
The nature of the charge, 

Tho same was in the Latia tongue 
Read ont to him at large. 

*T was thus the law kept rogues in awe, 
Gave honest men protection, 

And justly famed, by all was named, 
Of wisdom the perfection. 


The practical results of these “ forms of law” are 
well deseribed in an article on Newgate prison, in the 
“Fortnightly [London] Review” for June, 1882. 
This prison was always crowded with prisoners, hav- 
ing sometimes as many as “eight, nine, and even 
twelve hundred souls.” For the poverty and misery 
of the people drove great numbers into crime. Of 
these prisoners the Review says: 

For the bulk of the criminal prisoners there was one speedy 
and effectual system of removal, that of capital punishment. 
Executions were wholesale in those times... The code was san- 
guinary in the extreme. Male coiners [counterfeiters] were 
quartered as traitors, and females were burnt. Larceny, for- 
gery, bankruptcy, all these were punished by death, and the 
gallows tree was always heavily laden. 

‘There was every.element of callous brutality in the manner 
of inflicting the extreme perialty of the law. From the time of 


-=~ | sentence to the last dread moment the convict was exhibited as 
vO la. ‘show, or held up to public contempt and execration.. ¥ 


gs | wanting in all the solemn xtcributes befitting the awful scene. j 


The actual ceremony was to the last degree cold ‘blooded, and 


‘The doomed was carried in an open cart to Tyburn or “other 


‘appointed place; the ‘halter already encircled his neck, his |, 


n was at his feet: >... For the mob it was a high da, 


Jand holiday ; ; they. lined the route taken by. the ghastly pro 
-| sion, encouragi gor araning. the convict according ashe ha 


friends. ..... The jopilato were like “degenerate r 
raans in the amphitheatre waiting for the butchery to begin. 
‘Tuey fought and struggled desperately for front places ; people 
fell and were trampled to death, hoarse roars came from thon- 
sands of brazen throats, which swelled into a terrible chorus 
as the black figures of the performers on the gallows stood 
out against the sky. “Huts off!” “ Down in front!” these 
cries echoed and re-echoed in increasing Volume, and all at 
once abruptly came to an end — the bolt was drawn, the drop 
had fallen, and the miserable wretch had gone to his long 
home. 


The story is told that a hangman, in England, 
being once inquired of, as to how many persons his 
hanging apparatus could hang at once, replied that 
“it could hang a dozen at a time, but could not hang 
more than ten comfortably.” 

But in all the accounts we have read cf the 
brutal murders committed under “ the forms of law,” 
in England, we do not remember to have read that 
when, as in Guiteau’s case, the question of guilt was 
one of sanity or insanity, two professional ruffians 
were hired to aid the public prosecutor, not in in- 
vestigating candidly, rationally, and honestly the 
questicn whether he was sane, and therefore gailty> 
but to forestall and shut vut that inquiry, by heaping 
upon him every epithet of abhorrence which the 
dictionaries could furnish, and thus convince the jury 
that, although human in forin, and sane in mind, he 
was, in reality, such a monster in. depravity as had 
never befére been seen in humen shape. 

And why has such a spectecie as this been on- 
dured? Certainly not. merely because a man had. 
been killed — for such occurrences are too common 
to cause either alarm or surprise: -but because tens 
of thousands of ambitious and avaricious plotters 
have seen that, if all their selfish schemes, which they 
have hoped to accomplish ‘through a president of 
their own choice, can be defeated by a single pistol 
shot, their occupations are gone, + 

But let us see still further what ciimes “ the forms 
of law” have been made to sanction. 

“The turms of law” have sanctioned the dord 
of accused persons —who, from insanity, or any 
other cause, refused. to. plead either guilty, or not 
guilty —by laying them upon ‘their backs on the 
ground, and then piling weights upon their breasts, 
until they were crushed to death. Giles Corey was 
deliberately murdered in this manner in Salem, 
Massachusetts, in 1692, for refusing to plead either 
guilty, ox not guilty, to a charge of witchcraft, 

“The forms of law” have sanctioned “ the: trial 
by battle,” so called; that is, duels between the 
accuser and the accused, under the conviction that 
Providence would give the victory to the innocent 
party. 

“The forms of law” have sanctioned the trial of 
accused persons by compelling them to “ waik bare- 
foot and blindfolded, over nine red hot plough-shares 
laid lengthwise at unequal distances.” 

“The forms of law” have. sanctioned the trial of 
accused persons “ by plunging the bare arm up to 
the elbow, in boiling water,” in the expectation that 
they would escape unhurt, if they were innocent. 

Also, “ by casting tne person suspected into a river 
or pond of cold water, when, ‘if he floated therein, 
without any action of swimming, [his feet and hands 
being bound], it was deemed an evidence of his 
guilt, but if he sunk, he was acquitted.” 

“The forms of law” have sanctioned the hanging 
of Quakers an’ witches in Massachusetts. They 
have sanctioned the hanging of witches in other 
countries. They have sanctioned the hanging of 
great numbers of insane persons in this and other 
countric They have sanctioned the hanging of 
multit. ides of innocent mez, who- were not in ia 
They have san tioned the torture of men- 


shumb: screw, by breaking thom on the Tael. 


igious opinions a little ud | 
nh those. held by the men in powe T 





rannan remener e aerate twp 


satisfactory proof In short, “the forms of law” 
have sanctioned a great mary more horrible crimes 
in the past, that mankind are likely to tolerate in the 
future. 

Guitesa himself is dead. But the Guitean case 
has not yet had ite final trial. The final question to 
be tried will be, whether Gniteaun, on the one hand, 
or Davidge, Porter, Corklill, and those who have 
urged them on, on the other, were the real mur- 
derers. 

But what concerns us all now is, that there shall 
no longer exist any power, that is capable of estab- 
lishing such “ forms of law,” as will interfere with 
the substance of justice. í 

Gone to Parnell. 

Michael Davitt, say the dispatches, has gone over 
to tell Pernell that he will tell the Irish pecpic that, 
tuough he las, and will continue to have, his own 
opinions ns to the scheme of land nationalization, he 
will make them subservient for the time being to the 
interests of the Land League. 

A momentous nission, this, for Michael Davitt, 
who is to find evictions going on at the rate of twelve 
hundred a week in Ireland, the repression infamy 
just signed by the Queen.and going into operation, 
and ono hundred and eighty-two suspects still lan- 
guishing in prison ! > 

We can conceive of a Michael Davitt, who, going 
back to his outraged country, would talk after this 
wise: “J am going over to tell Parnell that he and 
I have parted company forever,-—to tell the Irish 
people to pay no more rent to the bitter end, and that, 
the only way of realizing ‘the land for the people’ 
is for the people to take the land, evict the Jandiords, 
and defy the English government as a mob of plin- 
dering bandits.” 

Such « Michael Davitt would probably go back to 
jail with the hundred and eighty-two suspects (who 
are just as good as he is), but would be infinitely 
more powerful for good and more glorious in himself 
than in the trivial and trimming rôle of a compro- 
miser with the English brute at his country’s throat. 

Guiteau One of God’s Own. . 

At our request, Mrs. E. M. F. Denton furnishes us a ceny of 
the following letter written by her prior to the execution vf 
Guiteau. Heretofore tho bitterest things said against Guiteau 
have come from women. With the more pleasure, therefore, 
we print these dispassionate worde of wisdom frora a woman’s 
pen: 

Mrs. Frances M. Scoville : 


My Dear Mapam,—lI have seen your card to the public in 
reference to your proposed petition to President Arthur, ask- 


ing for a “stay of execution” in. the case of your brother, | 


Charles J. Guiteau. 
Permit me to assure you that I have not onc moment’s sym- 
pathy with tbe murderous demand of the general public for 


your brother's life. Even the hae of ‘bis crime pales in com- į 


parison with this fierce, blind rage of a nation to wreak re- 
venge for his terrible deed. It cannot be claivued that the 
taking of his life is at all necessary to our protection °vainst 
any further outrages from his tongue or at uis band’. ite is 
in the natic ’s power, and can, therefore, be rest ned i 
future from ary acts of violence against the peace of `t 
lic, or of the iudividual. By what right, then, does i... nation 
demand his life ? ; eae i 
More than all this, however, the awful responsibility for his 
deed rests not alone with him. Far from it!. In his case, 


the creed of Christendom. on trial. Surely words have little 
meaning if the legitimate inferences fromthe teachings of our 
thousands of pulpits do not justify the main point in your 
brother’s conclusions. If: God commanded Abraham to slay 
his son, and Samucl to- hew Agag, í ; 
pieces, as the.Scriptures. inform us, 
not command the Freemans to slay. 
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with that of the man he had becn taught to believe was 
especially “ called of God,” and commanded to perform the 
frightful deed. And so long as people are allowed to reason, 
but, by the pressure of public sentinent and the influence of 
early instruction, are compelled to accept the Bible records of 
an ignorant and barbarous age, and a still more ignorant and 
barbarous people, as any evidence of Divine interference in 
human affairs, so Jong may we expect to have Freema.u3, and 
Guiteaus, and judicial murders, and the blasphemy of Justice 
in her own courte and by her own appointed officers. 

Most assuredly you may, if you will, enter my name on 
your petition to President Arthur. Not that I believe your 
brother insane, but believe him the victim—as all of us are, 
and have been victims—of a false theology, and a false sys- 
tem of religious instruction, from which, as a basis, he has, 
logically enough, drawn conclusions in harmony with the 
fundaiental doctrines of the Christian Church, but at war 
with all the best interests of society and the race. 

Yours in sincerest sympathy, 
ELIZABETH M. F. DENTON. 
WELLESLEY, Mas3., June 20, 1882. 


Nationalization Versus No-Rent, 

It is as Liberty expected and predicted. The “ irish World” 
writers are beginning their protests against the new departure. 
“Phillip” has already commenced a series of letiers which, 
though hand]... Davitt as yet with an almost fulsome tender- 
ness, are to culminate, it is plain,,in a damaging criticism of 
the theory of land nationalization. His facils pen and fasci- 
nating style will make sad (or merry) havoc with it. ‘ Hono- 
rus,” meanwhile, hes dealt it the folicwing direct and vigorous 
blow: 

The stickin:: point--the knotty problem—the thing that is 
not settled by resolutions and the movements of leads, is 
this :—How are the Irish people to secure to themselves what is 
theirs—the land? Now, 1 have a plan which starts out on an 
cutirely opposite basis from that of George. The plan of 
George is Socialistic---mine is Individualistic. 1 could rot 
elaborate it in the “Trish World” without going into a whole 
analysis of sociological philosophy which is outside the sphere 
of this publication. But as every philosophical tree is known 
by its fruits, if I state to the reader distinctly what would be 
the tno of aggressive policy which my system demands at the 
present hour, it would exhibit the substance of all that is of 
any value in it. Let me state my “plan,” ther. It will not 
renaire many words. No, verily, as few words xs these:— 
Pay No More Rest! 

And how would this puiicy, if insieted upon to tho bitter 
end, secure the lard to the people? Let me illustrate by a 
very familiar cxample. 

This is thc season of berries. 
tain locality to “own” a fifty-ucre lot covered with berries. 
He divides it into little holdings of ten rods square, and rents 


e 


io the people of the neighborhood the privilege of gathering | 


the natural fruit. But on a certain year the people of all the 
surrounding townships unite with the neighbors, and deciare 
that they wiil pay no more rent for a privilege thai properly 
belongs to God. The berries ripen, but nobody will pay a cent 
of tribute-money icr the privilege. Thereupon the landlord 
attempts to hire laborurs te gather them, tut nobody will do 
it. What then? Will he le. them rot? Possioly; but hrnan 
nature is hardly ever so depraved where there is no motive of 
gain. In all probability, seeing that there was ao possibility 
of exturting the rent, he would open the gates and let the 
people go in, each claiming a natrral title to so much of the 
lang (an usuiruct) as he was de facto occupying and im- 
proving. . 

But berries are not necessary to life. Now, take the iand of 
Ireland, whose fruits are a necessity to life with her people, 
and apply a wholesale rent revolt. How long in that case 
would the reigning iandiords care to nold their lands? If, 
thiongh a universal and settled conviction of the whole people 
that the land was theirs, they all revolted against the unholy 
tribute, of what value would the lands be to tis landlords, 
and how ready would they soon be io make terms with the 
people? ieee 
. And is this “plan” impossible and impracticable? Ah, 
friends, it has u.scady becu so near a living fact that even the 
enemies of the Irish vause at one time admitted that not. above 
one-third of the Iyish tenants were paying any rent at all. To 
this mighty fact is due tue lowering of rents all over Ireland 
twenty-five per cent. To this fact is due the advertising of 
Irish estates et low rates in Chicago and San Francisco. To 
this fact. is due the exodus of certain great Trish land-thieves 
to America, there to hetter ply the game that was becoming a 
desperate one in Ireland. To this fact, I believe, was due the 
willingness of Gladstone and the land-thieves to pacify the 
Irish leaders at any cost. I do most solemnly heliove that had 
the.No-Rent Manifesto been insisted upon to the death, Ire- 
land could have been. liberated from English rale or got any 
‘terms from England ihat she hed demanded. 

But Mr. Gladstone says that the doctrine of No Rent is the 
doctrine of public plunder.: Ii No Rent in Ireland is plunder, 
then the land does not belong tothe peoph.. Here isthe 
cruciat- dilemma upon which the whole business hangs; I beg 


Suppose a landlord in a cer- > 


the charity of the “Irish World ” and of ali disse 
my views when I confess that I dèem irt a lamentable 
that the No-Rent cry was not pushed with double 
soon as the suspect: were released, If Michael Dav 
in ne more tribute and could not declare it on British soil and 
keep cut of jail, it would have been his glory to hav i 
from the hill-tops of America, and ficoded Ireland with No- 
Rent Tracts and Manifestoes. i 

But it was not to be. Speaking oniy for myself, I am ex- 
tremely sorry. Yet possibly it is- a1] for the best. In God’a 
good time the right track will be settled down upon, and, 
whether it be your way or my way, ihe oppresscr, and all his 
damnable trappings of plunder, is doomed. Let us ali Spread 
the bes. Light we bave, being charitable tc all and bearing 
malice to nore. F 
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